There is another point which I also would like to dwell upon. That is, in Clause 3, Sub-section (1), paragraph (<7), you will note that these very democratic bodies have pro-? vided :
" that of the eight elected by the nurses registered, in England two at least shall be past or present matrons of nurse-training schools attached to hospitals approved by the Council, one of whom shall be registered in the General Register as ' also trained in fever training.' " It is provided that in the case of Ireland one at least shall be a matron. So that you have this society insisting that a considerable proportion of tho6e elected by the nurses are to be matrons. That strikes me as very odd, because during the last three or four weeks I have had a good deal of correspondence to meet, and the basis of it all, and of many of the articles which have appeared in a paper which is not very widely read but which deals with nursing from a certain point of view, it is consistently advocated that nurses are cast aside in this matter. The whole object of the articles in the newspapers run by the Central Committee is to make out that the matron is a vixen or a tyrant who drives nurses, and who is everything that is bad; in fact, that the matron is a person whom you might almost frighten your children with by mentioning her name.
Freedom of Choice for Nurses.
It has been said that we who advocate the College of Nursing are trying still more to get the nurses under the thumb of the matrons, but we take an entirely different view. We have been accused of actually disfranchising nurses because we put in the word "person" instead of "nurse." We suggested that nurses should be allowed to elect persons and not necessarily nurses, and for that reason we were told that we are disfranchising the nurse. That statement was made with the object of throwing dust into the eyes of people who do not attempt, and would not be bothered about studying this Bill. It has been a campaign throughout of insinuation and slander, and personally I am very sorry that the course has not been adopted of accepting the compromise suggested by the President of the Local Government Boardi Our view is not at all that matrons are undesirable people.
Some of us who have worked in hospitals have the greatest admiration for the matrons, and we think they represent some of the finest type engaged in the noblest profession in the world. I do not wish to bar the matrons. Oa the contrary, we think the nurses appreciate them and look to them in time of trouble, and a matron has often been more than a mother to many a girl who has come to the hospital.
We do not share those views about matrons.
We think probably matrons would be elected, but I strongly object to providing that a certain proportion of those representing nurses should be definitely matrons. I think that in these days that is a most extraordinary^ position to take up, and it is more particularly extraordinary when you read the quarter from which it comes.
However that may be, I cannot help thinking that anybody who has studied the two Clauses, the one as at present drawn in the Central Committee's Bill and the other, although this is not an official amendment by the College of Nursing, I think anybody who roads this eminently democratic amendment will agree that of the two it is infinitely to be preferred to the Bill as it stands at present. Therefore, I think the House will agree that the amendment ie one for which they ought to vote solid. 
